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We need to innovate and 
strengthen democracy – 
together.
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European Capital of Democracy: non-profit organisation, 
founded by Innovation in Politics Institute. 
(flagship events: Innovation in Politics Awards, ACT NOW Mayors’ Conference)

A Europe-wide initiative dedicated to improving politics, 
with offices in Vienna & Berlin, and a network of partners in 
20 countries in Europe and beyond.
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Cities are strongholds 
and incubators for 

democracy.
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Citizens play a crucial role in 
securing Europe’s democratic 
future.
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Our successful experiences with Citizens’ Juries 
(credibility, outstanding quality and broad acceptance) 
encourage us to create the ECoD Citizens’ Jury.

Network of up to 10,000 social innovators from 47 countries.

They select a European Capital of Democracy every year and 
serve as a unique sounding board and community for issues 
such as participation, democracy & sustainability.
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1. DECLARATION OF INTENT

2. APPLICATION—CALL SUBMISSION

3. ADMISSION TO THE NETWORK

4. EXPERTS’ JURY—EVALUATION (SHORTLIST)

5. CITIZENS’ JURY—SELECTION
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Experts & Citizens are looking 
for innovative democracy 
projects with impact. 
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1. Collaboration
Active partnerships with other organisations, institutions and stakeholders

2. Exchange
Communication, dissemination and sharing of local initiatives

3. Innovation
Ambition and appeal of the programme and its main activities

4. Organisation
Management capacity, project and budget resources

5. Output
Measures and formats to reach relevant target audiences, media and citizens
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City 
visits



The title-holding city hosts 
and organises the 
Programme Year.

12Stadt-Demokratie | Linz, 2 June 2023, © ECoD gemeinnützige GmbH



13

PR
O

G
RA

M
M

E H
IG

H
LIG

H
TS



All cities that submit a full 
application become members 
of the ECoD City Network.
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Martina Fürrutter

mf@capitalofdemocracy.eu 

+43 670 2086889
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Register as a 
Citizens Juror 

mailto:mf@capitalofdemocracy.eu

